
Karin Knorr Cetina 
Curriculum Vitae  

 
George Wells Beadle Distinguished Service Professor, Department of Sociology and 

Anthropology, University of Chicago 
1126 E. 59th Street, Chicago, IL 60637, USA 

Member, Bielefeld Institute for Global Society Studies, University of Bielefeld 
 knorr@uchicago.edu, karin.knorr@uni-konstanz.de 

 
 
Degrees 
 
Habilitation (Sociology), University of Bielefeld, January, 1981 
Post-doctoral Diploma (Sociology), Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna 1972 
Ph.D. (Cultural Anthropology, minor in Sociology), University of Vienna, July, 1971 
 
Professional Positions 
 
2010 -present Professor of Sociology, University of Chicago 
2001-2010 Professor of Sociology, University of Konstanz, Germany, and 
2004-2010 Visiting Professor, University of Chicago 
2008-09 Member, Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford 
1983-01 Professor of Sociology, University of Bielefeld, Germany 
1997-98 Visiting Scholar, Department of Sociology, Princeton University 
1992-93 Member, School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton 
1982-83 Professor of Sociology and Science in Society, Wesleyan University 
1981-83 Adjunct Professor (Privatdozent), University of Bielefeld, Germany 
1981-82 Visiting Associate Professor, Center for the Study of Science 

and Society, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
1979-81 Research (Max Kade) Fellow and Visiting Scientist, Department of Sociology,  

University of Pennsylvania 
1972-78 Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Institute of 

Advanced Studies, Vienna 
1976-77 Ford Fellow, Institute for the Study of Social Change, 

University of California, Berkeley 
1973-76 Lecturer, Department of Sociology, University of Vienna 
1972-73 Lecturer, Department of Anthropology, University of Vienna 
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Fields of Interests (in alphabetical order) 
 
Sociology of Finance, Study of Financial Cultures 
Contemporary Social Theory 
Economic Sociology and Social Studies of Finance 
Globalization and Global Society Studies 
Qualitative Methods  
Sociology of Culture 
Sociology of Science, Knowledge and Technology, Knowledge Society 
 
Honors and Awards 
 
Presidential nominee to the MIT Corporation Visiting Committee for the Social Sciences, 
 2009-2012. 
Winner of the 2009 John Desmond Bernal Distinguished Contribution to the Field Award,  

Society for Social Studies of Science, October 30, 2009  
Fellow, Center for Advanced Studies for the Behavioral Sciences, invited since 2001, 

accepted for 2008-09 
Elected Member of the Sociological Research Association (SRA), May 2008 
Chair, Theory Section, American Sociological Association, August 2006-August 2007 
Winner of the Theory Prize of the Theory Section of the American Sociological Association 

for the article Karin Knorr Cetina and Urs Bruegger, “Global Microstructures: The 
Virtual Societies of Financial Markets," American Journal of Sociology  (awarded 
2007). 

George Wells Beadle Distinguished Service Professorship, The University of Chicago, 
effective July 1, 2006 

Honorary Doctorate, Faculty of Letters, University of Luzern, Switzerland, effective 
November 3, 2005 

Member, German National Academy of Science, Leopoldina, since 2004. 
Winner of the Robert K. Merton Professional Award for the book Epistemic Cultures, 

awarded by the American Sociological Association, Section on Science, Knowledge and 
Technology, August 2001. 

Winner of the Ludwik Fleck Prize for the book Epistemic Cultures as the best book of the 
year 2000 in social studies of science, awarded by the Society for Social Studies of 
Science, November 2001. 

President, Society for Social Studies of Science, 1996-1997 
Chair, Section on Sociology of Science, American Sociological Association, 1995-96 
Member, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, 1992-93. 
Max Kade Post-Doctoral Fellow, 1981-82. 
Research Fellowship, Austrian Ministry of Science and Research, 1978-79. 
Ford Foundation Post-Doctoral Fellow, 1976-77. 
International Consortium for Political Research Summer Study Fellowship, University of 

Essex, England, 1972. 
Research Fellowship, Department of Sociology, University of Vienna, 1968-69. 
University of Lausanne Summer Study Fellowship, Switzerland, 1968.  
Fellowship for the Gifted (Begabtenstipendium), University of Vienna, 1968-70. 
 
 
 
Visiting Professorships 
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Business University of St. Gallen, Switzerland, Spring-Summer, since 2005 
Department of Sociology, University of Chicago, Since 2004. 
Department of Management, Politics and Philosophy, Copenhagen, Denmark, Visiting 
Professorship, invitation tentatively accepted for the future. 
Department of Sociology, University of Zurich, Switzerland, Winter, 1996-97. 
Institute for Advanced Study, Vienna, Visiting Professorship, Spring, 4 times 1994-08. 
Center for the Study of Science and Society, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University, Visiting Associate Professorship, 1981-82. 
 
Recent Position Offers 
 
University of California, San Diego, 2006: Tenured Full Professorship 
The University of Chicago, 2003: Tenured Full Professorship 
University of London, Goldsmith College, 2001: Tenured Full Professorship  
Ludwig Maximilian University, Munich, Tenured Full Professorship, 1999 
 
 
 
Grant-Related Positions 
 
Member of the development group for a “Cluster of Excellence” on “Cultural Foundations of 
Integration” and of a Graduate School on “Temporal Cultures”, Konstanz, Fall 2005 and 
Winter 2006. 
Spokesperson and project leader for a Special Research Focus on "Globalization and 

Structural Change", 1996-1999, leading to the Bielefeld Institute for Global Society 
Studies, University of Bielefeld (co-director, 1999-2001). 

 
Research Grants 
 
German National Science Foundation, Research Grants 
 

2010-2012 “Scopic Media. Comparative Study of their architecture, use and 
consequences in relation to a theory of  social interaction and of world society.” (€ 
300,000) 
2007-2010 “Postsocial Developments” (€ 290,000) 
2009 (April-September) “Disenchanting the Social” (German National Science 
Foundation, Leave Replacement Grant) 
2006-2008/9 “Economic Calculation: Creating Calculative Realities in Finance” (with 
H. Kalthoff, € 268,000) 
2005-2007 “Financial Technologies” (€ 180,000) 
2006 (Winter) “Cultures of Finance” (seed grant, € 10 000) 
2002 (Winter) “Information Knowledge” (seed grant, € 14,500) 
2000-2003, "Global Microstructures: The Knowledge Constitution and 
Interaction Patterns of Financial Markets" (€ 160,000) 
1992/93 and 1997/98 (€ 25,000) 
1992-95 (€ 140,000) 
1990-91 (€ 120,000) 
1985-87 (€ 100,000) 

 
University Grants (last grants only) 

University of Konstanz 2005 “Financial Innovation” (€ 3000) 
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 University of Konstanz 2002 “Global Financial Architecture” (€ 7100) 
  
 
Fritz Thyssen Foundation 

2002 “Constance Conference on Social Studies of Finance: Inside Financial Markets” 
(May 16-18, 2003) (€ 18,000) 

 
The Mellon Foundation Grant 
 New York, 1992-93 ($ 35,000) 
 
Foundation for the Advancement of Fundamental Research Grant 
 Philadelphia, 1979-81 ($ 25,000) 
 
National Bank for the Advancement of Science Grant 
 Vienna and Philadelphia, 1979-80 ($ 20,000) 
 
Austrian Ministry of Science Research Grant 
 Vienna, 1973-75 ($ 55,000) 
 
Austrian Foundation for the Advancement of Industrial Research Grants 
 1975-77 ($ 70,000) 

1972-75 ($ 50,000) 
1971-72 ($ 10,000) 

 
 
Editorial Positions and Offices in Professional Associations 
 
Lewis A. Coger Award Committee, American Sociological Association and Theory Section, 
ASA 2010 
Chair, ASA section Sociological Theory, 2006-2007 
Member of the Board, German Sociological Association, 1998-2000. 
Section chair, ASA section Science, Knowledge and Technology, 1996-97. 
President, Society for Social Studies of Science, 1995-97. 
Program Organizer, ASA Section on Science, Knowledge and Technology, 1994-95. 
Vice-President, Research Committee on the Sociology of Science, International 

Sociological Association, 1986-90. 
Council Member, Society for the Social Study of Science, 1982-84. 
Consulting Editor, American Sociological Review, 2005-present. 
Consulting Editor, American Journal of Sociology, 2000-2002. 
Advisory Board, Journal of Cultural Economy, 2007-present  
Advisory Board for the Research on the Sociology of Organizations Series, Elsevier 
Publishing Company, 2005-present. 
Editorial Board, Sociological Theory, 1999-2003. 
Editorial Board, International Sociology, 1998-present. 
Editorial Board, Journal of Economic Methodology, 1998-2006. 
Editorial Board, Social Studies of Science, 1993-present. 
Editorial Board, Sociological Forum, 1992-present. 
Editorial Board, Knowledge, Society & Human Values, 1991-present. 
Managing Editor, Zeitschrift für Soziologie, 1988-92 (Editorial Board, 1988-2006) 
Advisory Editor, Knowledge and Society: Studies in the Sociology of Science, 1986-present. 
Editorial Board, Pandore, 1982-86. 
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Editorial Board, Zeitschrift für Wissenschaftsforschung, 1981-1999. 
Board of Scientific Advisors, Communication and Cognition, 1981-85. 
Editorial Board, Knowledge: Creation, Diffusion, Utilization, 1979-86. 
 
Professional Associations  
 
American Sociological Association, sections on Culture,  Economic Sociology, 

Science, Knowledge and Technology, Sciological Theory 
International Sociological Association 
Society for the Social Study of Science (founding member) 
Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economic Research 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Soziologie 
Gesellschaft für Wissenschafts- und Technikforschung 
 
 
Professional Service 
 
Advisor Expert Panel, NSF-REESE Proposal, Jeff Doolieck and Allan Feldman, Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem and University of Southern Florida, 2010-11. 
External Examinor, “ETHICS INC. A Sociological Account of the Contemporary Market for 

Corporate Social Responsibility”, Dissertation, Goldsmith College, University of 
London, May 06, 2010. 

Evaluation Committee, School of Social Science and Science of Education, University of 
Cyprus, Nicosia, March 28-29, 2010. 

Evaluation/Selection Committee, succession of Ulrich Beck, University of Munich, April 30 
and June 4, 2010.  

External Expert to the London School of Economics, Promotion Committee, Department of 
Sociology, 2009. 

Evaluation/Selection Committee, University of Lucerne, Switzerland, Sociology of Science, 
August 26-27, 2008.  

Volkswagen Foundation  review Board, Program Key Topics in the Humanities 
(Schlüsselthemen der Geisteswissenschaften), 2007, 2008, 2009.  

National and International Review Board, Evaluation of the Division of the Humanities and 
Social Sciences, ETH (Swiss Technical University) Zürich, Fall 2006. 
Member of International Review Board, Development of an Austrian and EU Special 
Research Focus on Knowledge Cultures, Vienna, April-December 2006 
Member of the Board of Trustees, Center for Cultural and General Studies, University of 

Karlsruhe 
Non-UK Adviser of the United Kingdom's Research Assessment Exercise (RAE), 2001 
Member of Founding Committee, Department of Philosophy, University of Leipzig, 1995-96 
Member of State Review Board of Universities, State of Hessen, Germany, 1992-1994        

(Report 1995) 
Prorector (Vice-Rector), University of Bielefeld, Germany, 1988-92 
Consultant, Schlumberger Doll Research, Ridgefield, CT, 1981-84 
Consultant, Division of Science and Technology Policy, UNESCO, Paris, 1973-78 
 
Teaching Experiences 
 
(Contemporary) Social Theory  New Economic Sociology, Sociolog of Finance 
Theories of Social Practice   Cultural Dimensions of Markets 
Sociology of Organizations   Globalization and World Society 
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Sociology of Science and Technology Sociology of the Body 
Sociology of Knowledge   Sociology of Culture 
Knowledge Society    Sociology of Objects/Material Life  
 
   Basic Concepts in Sociology 
   Introductory Sociology 
   Methods of Empirical Social Research (qualitative) 
 
 
 
Conferences and Sessions Organized 
 
Co-Organizer (with E. Soctas and S. Bargheer), session on “Market Morals and Economic 
Ethics”, American Sociological Association, Atlanta, GA, August 14-17, 2010.  
 
Committee Chair and Co-Organizer (with R. Swedberg, A.Ockenfels, C. Eckel), DFG-NSF 
Conference on Contextualizing Economic Bahavior, Organizer of session on “Market 
Microstructures”; “Emotions and Economic Action” , New York City, August 21-23, 2008 
(sponsored by the German Natural Science Foundation DFG and NSF).  
 
Organizer, Council for European Studies, Sixteenth International Conference, Session on 
“New Perspectives in Economic Culture”, Chicago, March 5-8, 2008.  
 
Organizer, Mini Conference “Extreme Theory”, American Sociological Association Theory 
Sections, New York, August 13-14, 2007.  
 
Co-Organizer (with A. Preda), Constance International Conference: Inside Financial Markets: 
Financial Knowledge and Interaction Patterns in Global Financial Markets,” 
Department of Sociology, University of Konstanz, May 16-18, 2003. 
 
Co-Organizer (with A. Preda), International Workshop on "The Global Culture(s) of Financial 
Markets," Bielefeld Institute for Global Society Studies, University of Bielefeld, November 
10-11, 2000. 
 
Co-Organizer (with V. Zelizer), session on "The Moral Foundation of Economic Processes", 
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Chicago, August 1999. 
 
Co-Organizer (with A. Preda), session on "The Market as an Epistemic Institution", Annual 
Meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science, Halifax, October 1998. 
 
Co-Organizer (with A. Preda), session on "Financescapes: The Social Foundation of Finance 
Markets", Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco, August 
1998. 
 
Plenary Session on "Relating Nature, Objects and the Social. Challenges of a Knowledge 
Society", Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science, Bielefeld, October 
1996. 
 
Co-Organizer (with P. Weingart et al.), Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Studies of 
Science and the European Association for Science and Technology Studies, Bielefeld, 
October 1996. 
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Organizer (with Ted Schatzki and Eike Savigny), International Conference on Practices and 
Social Order, Center for Interdisciplinary Studies, Bielefeld, January 1996. 
 
Organizer of  Plenary Session on "Theoretical Foundations and Achievements in Science 
Studies", Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science, Charlottesville, 
October 1995. 
 
Program Organizer, Mini Symposion on "Can Social Theory Understand /Explain Scientific 
and Technological Societies?", American Sociological Association, Washington, August 
1995. 
 
Program Organizer, Mini Symposion on "Feminism confronting Science Studies", American 
Sociological Association, Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, August 1994. 
 
Organizer, Session on "The Social Construction of Scientific and Technological Knowledge", 
Committee on Sociology of Science, International Sociological Association, World Congress 
of Sociology, New Delhi, 12-23 August, 1986. 
 
Organizer, Roundtable on "Theoretical Sociology of the Body", American Sociological 
Association, Annual Meeting, San Antonio, Texas, 27-31 August, 1984. 
 
Organizer, Session on "Gender in Science and Engineering", George Sarton Centennial, 
University of Ghent, Belgium, 12-18 November 1984. 
 
Organizer of Plenary on "Micro- vs. Macrosociology of Knowledge", Society for Social 
Studies of Science, Sixth Annual Meeting, Atlanta, November 5-8, 1981. 
 
Organizer, Session on "New Developments in Science Studies: Anthropology of Knowledge", 
Science and Technology Studies, Toronto '80, HSS, PSA, SHT, and SSS Societies, Toronto, 
16-19 October, 1980. 
 
Organizer, International Conference on "The Political Realization of Social Science 
Knowledge and Research: Toward New Scenarios. Conference in memoriam Paul F. 
Lazarsfeld", Vienna, June 18-20, 1980 (together with Burkart Holzner, University of 
Pittsburgh and H. Strasser, University of Duisburg; sponsored by the NSF, the University of 
Pittsburgh, and the Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna). 
 
Organizer, International Parex Conference on "The Role of Organizations in Orienting 
Scientific Research", Vienna, 5-6 July, 1976 (sponsored by Parex, Paris, and the Institute for 
Advanced Studies, Vienna). 
 
Organizer, 13th Working Conference of the "International Comparative Study on the 
Organization and Performance of Research Units", Vienna, 26-30 April, 1976 (sponsored by 
Unesco, Paris, and the Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna). 
 
Organizer (with H. Strasser and H.G. Zilian), International Conference on "Determinants and 
Controls of Scientific Development", Graz, Austria, 13-20, June, 1974 (sponsored by the 
Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna). 
 
Interviews with K Knorr Cetina 
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Knorr Cetina, Karin. Video Interview "The Market as an Objekt of Attachment," May 06, 
2010,Goldsmith College, University London, (http://studioincite.com/radar/, radared May 07, 
2010 til May 21, 2010). 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. "Collaboration in Science", May 11, 2010, Le Monde, Paris.  
  
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Kollektive Intelligenz oder Genie“. Spiegel, 15. Juli 2008.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “Continuities in markets as definitional practices a response to Aspers, 
Knorr Cetina, and Prus.” Canadian Journal of Sociology  32(4): 503(8).  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “Mensch Professor”. Konstanz: Campuls Verlag, 27. Juni 2006.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “Wissenskulturen”. DieDenke, Juli 2005. 
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Mensch und Maschine im Einklang“. Computerwoche . 31.Juli 1998. 
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Wissenschaftstag 2007: Sehnsucht nach einer 
Glühbirne“. Die Presse, 27. Oktober 2007.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “Die Taliban und ihr Phallus als Wurzel aus - 1; Wahrheit ist gut, aber 
viele Metaphern sind schlechter: Alan Sokal und Jean Bricmont verteidigen ihre Kritik an der 
Postmoderne”. Die Welt, 20. Oktober 1999.   
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “Digital Brainstorming. Das Cern-Experiment: Die Welt blickt nach 
Genf”, http://www.digitalbrainstorming.ch/weblog/2008/09/die_welt_blickt., 05.09.08.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Sociology Of Science - Should Scientists Care? On Knorr Cetina's 
Work On High Energy Physics“. EASST Review: Volume 15(3) September 1996.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “ Karin Knorr Cetina answers ten questions about economic sociology” 
ECONOMIC SOCIOLOGY European Electronic Newsletter Vol. 6, No. 2 (February 2005). 
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “Forschung beforschen. Laborstudien in der Wissenschaftssoziologie”. 
Forschung an der Universität Bielefeld 4/1991.   
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “Gottes Gehilfen”, http://www.freitag.de/2004/21 /04211801 .php 
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “The Public Clock: Temporal Ordering and Policy”, Futures, February 
2007. 
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “Content-centered Conversations: The Pew Internet Report on Teens and 
Social Media”, Gumption, January 9, 2008.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “Erforschte Forschung”, HEUREKA! Die Wissenschaftsmagazin im 
Falter. 2009 © Falter Verlagsgesellschaft.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “50 Jahre CERN”, 19.September 2004.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. “Science needs public involvement”, The Irish Times, March 23, 2004.  
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Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Die Wissensgesellschaft“, In welcher Gesellschaft leben wir eigentlich? 
Gesellschaftskonzepte im Vergleich. Dilemma Verlag, 2000. 
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Konstruktivismus als „Strategie der Weltentfaltung““,    
 
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „The Large Human Collider“, Nature 464(7288): 482-484, 25 March 
2010.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Urknall im Beschleuniger“, Farmazeutische Zeitung Online 34/2008.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „CERN-Störfall doch gravierender“ Rentenblog, Donnerstag, 29 Januar 
2009.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Teilchenphysiker sind bescheiden gemachte Besessene“, 
Sonntagszeitung, 19. September 2004.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Urknall auf Erden“, Spiegel, 30. Juni 2008. 
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Large Hadron Collider“, Spiegel  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Die Gefahren des Wissens“,  TAZ, die Tageszeitung, 08.10.2003.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „In die Zukunft; In Berlin tanzte der Kongress "Prognosen über 
Bewegungen".Zwischen Performance und Ökonomie sollten neue Denkfreiräume entstehen“, 
TAZ, die Tageszeitung, 10. Juni 2008.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Das größte Experiment aller Zeiten soll die letzten Geheimnisse der 
Physik entschlüsseln“, Welt am Sonntag, 18. Mai 2008.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Mit einem Hammer in einem dunklen Raum“, Die Wochenzeitung Nr. 
36, 8. September 2005.  
 
Knorr Cetina, Karin. „Nicht ernst genommen“, Die Wochenzeitung, 1. Juni 1006.  
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List of Publications Karin Knorr Cetina 
 
Books published 
 
13)  Knorr Cetina, Karin D. and Alex Preda (eds.) 

Handbook of the Sociology of Finance. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press (appears 2011). 

 
12)  Knorr Cetina, Karin D. 

Maverick Markets: The Virtual Societies of Financial Markets 
(preliminary title; manuscript to be finished by the end of 2010; 
publishers:Princeton University Press or University of Chicago Press). 

 
11) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. and Alex Preda (eds.) 

2005  The Sociology of Financial Markets. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
10) Theodore Schatzki, Karin Knorr Cetina & Eike von Savigny (eds.) 

2001  The Practice Turn in Contemporary Theory. London:  
Routledge. 

 
9) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. 

1999  Epistemic Cultures. How the Sciences Make Knowledge.  
Cambridge: Harvard University Press (3rd printing 2003) 
(Winner of the 2000 Ludwik Fleck Prize for the best book of the  
year in social studies of science, Society for Social Studies of Science) 
(Winner of the Robert K Merton professional award,  
American Sociological Association, Section on Science, 
Knowledge and Technology, 2001). 

 2002  Spanish translation by Mariano Bargero, Argentina:  
2002 Wissenskulturen: Ein Vergleich naturwissenschaftlicher 

Wissensformen. Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp. 
.  2004  Chinese translation by Wang Shanbo. Beijing: Renmin Publishing 

House. 
 
8) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. and Michael Mulkay (eds.) 

1983  Science Observed: New Perspectives on the Social Study 
of Science. London: Sage Publ. Co. 

 2000  Translation into Korean. Dangdae. 
 
7) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. and M. Brenner  
 1983  The Naturalistic / Ethnographic Analysis of Social Life.  
   London: Academic Press. 
 
6) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. and Aaron V. Cicourel (eds.) 

1981  Advances in Social Theory and Methodology: Toward an 
Integration of Micro- and Macrosociologies. London: 
Routledge & Kegan Paul. 

 
5) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. 

1981  The Manufacture of Knowledge: An Essay on the Constructivist 
and Contextual Nature of Science. Oxford: Pergamon Press. 



 11 

1984  Translation into German (revised and extended edition): Die 
Fabrikation von Erkenntnis. Zur Anthropologie der Naturwissenschaft. 

   Frankfurt/M.: Suhrkamp Verlag. 
2001 Chinese translation by WANG Shanbo and ZHOU Liyun. Beijing, 

China: People’s Publishing House & Oriental Press. 
 2001  Republication in English, Beijing, China: Oriental Press. 

2001 Republication in German with a new introduction, Frankfurt/M.: 
Suhrkamp Verlag. 

2005 Spanish translation,  La fabricación del conocimiento. Un ensayo sobre 
el carácter constructivista y contextual de la ciencia. Sr.Rector Dr. 
Daniel Gomez (ed.),  Buenos Aires, Argentina: Unversidad Nacional de 
Quilmes. 

 
4) Knorr, Karin D., Max Haller and Hans Georg Zilian 

1981 Sozialwissenschaftliche Forschung in Österreich. Wien: Jugend und 
Volk Publ. Co. ("Conditions of Knowledge Production and Knowledge 
Utilization in Social Science Research"). 

 
3) Knorr, Karin D., Roger Krohn and Richard Whitley (eds.) 

1980  The Social Process of Scientific Investigation, Sociology 
of the Sciences Yearbook, Vol. 4, Boston-Dordrecht: D. Reidel 
Publ. Co. 

 
2) Strasser, Hermann, and Knorr, Karin D. (eds.) 

1976  Wissenschaftssteuerung. Soziale Prozesse der Wissenschafts- 
entwicklung, Frankfurt/M.: Campus ("Orienting Science.  
Social Processes of Scientific Developments"). 

 
1)  Knorr, Karin D., Strasser, Hermann, and Hans Georg Zilian (eds.) 

1975  Determinants and Controls of Scientific Development. 
Boston-Dordrecht: D. Reidel Publ. Co. 

 
 
 
Articles in reviewed Journals 
 
63) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. 

2010 “The Epistemics of Information: A Logic of Knowledge Consumption”  
Journal of Consumer Culture 10(2): 1–31. 

 
62) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. 

2009 “What is a Financial Market?”  Kölner Zeitschrift für Soziologie und 
Sozialpsychologie, Sonderband Wirtschaftssoziologie 49(2009):326-
343. 

 
61) Knorr Cetina, Karin D.  

2009  “The Synthetic Situation: Interactionism for a Global World.” Symbolic 
Interaction 32(1):61-87. 

 
60) Knorr Cetina; Karin D. 
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2009  “What is a Pipe? Obama and the Sociological Imagination.” Theory, 
Culture and Society 26(5):129-140.  

 
59) Knorr Cetina, Karin D.  
 2007  “Culture in Global Knowledge Societies: Knowledge Cultures and 
   Epistemic Cultures.” Interdisciplinary Science Reviews 32(4):361-375. 
 
58) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. 

2007 “Global Markets as Global Conversations.” Special Issue in honour of 
Aaron Cicourel, Text and Talk  27(5):689-718. 

 
57) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. and Alexandru Preda 

2007 “The Temporalization of Financial Markets: From Network Markets 
to Flow Markets.” Theory, Culture and Society 24(7-8):123–145. 

56)  Knorr Cetina, Karin D. 
2005  “Complex Global Microstructures: The New Terrorist Societies.” 

Theory, Culture and Society, Special Issue on Complexity 22(5):213-
234.   

 
55) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. 

2005 “The Market. Global Knowledge: the New Encyclopedia Project.” 
Theory, Culture and Society 23(2-3):531-536. 

 
54) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. 
 2005  “The Rise of a Culture of Life”, EMBO Reports, Special Issue on  
   Science and Society 6(2005):76-80. 

2009 German translation: “Jenseits der Aufklärung. Die Entstehung des 
Kultur des Lebens” Pp. 55-71 in Bios und Zoë. Die menschliche Natur 
im Zeitalter ihrer technischen Reproduzierbarkeit.“ Frankfurt: 
Suhrkamp. 
 

53) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. and Urs Bruegger 
2005  „Globale Mikrostrukturen der Weltgesellschaft: Die virtuellen 

Gesellschaften von Finanzmärkten.“ Special Issue 
Finanzmarktkapitalismus. Kölner Zeitschrift für Soziologie und 
Sozialpsychologie 45:145-171. (Revised and translated version of 
„Global Microstructures: The Interaction Practices of Financial 
Markets“). 

 
52) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. 

2004  “Capturing Markets? A Review Essay on Harrison White on Producer  
   Markets.” Socio-Economic Review 2(2004):137-147. 

51) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. 
2003 “From Pipes to Scopes. The Flow Architecture of Financial Markets.” 

Journal Distinktion. Special Issue on Economic Sociology 7(2003):7-
23. 

2005 Republished in: Barry, Andrew and Don Slater. The Technological 
Economy. London: Routledge. 

 
50) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. and Urs Bruegger 
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2002  „Inhabiting Technology: Features of a Global Lifeform.“ 
Current Sociology 50(3):389-405. 

2003  “La technologie habitée.” Journal Reseaux 21(122):111-135. 
 

49) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. and Urs Bruegger 
2002                “Global Microstructures: The Virtual Societies of  Financial Markets.“ 

American Journal of Sociology 107(4):905-995. 
2005 Republished in Mitchel Abolafia (ed.), pp. 259-304, Markets, 

Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd. 
2003  Republished in Richard Swedberg (ed.). New Developments in  

   Economic Sociology. Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing  Ltd. 
2006 Republished in Paul James (ed.), Globalization and Economy. New 

Delhi, India: Sage Publication India. 
 

48) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. and Urs Bruegger 
2002  "Traders' Engagement with Markets: A Postsocial 

Relationship."  Theory, Culture and Society 19(5/6):161-185. 
2004 Republished in: Ash Amin and Nigel Thrift (eds.), Pp.121-142, The 

Blackwell Cultural Economy Reader. Oxford: Blackwell. 
2010 Republished in: David Oswell (ed.), Cultural Theory.   

London and Los Angeles: Sage.  
 
47) Knorr Cetina, Karin D. and Urs Bruegger 
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Invited Papers/ Lectures 
 
Plenary Speaker, European ESHET Conference, Amsterdam, March 26-28, 2010: “Maverick 
Markets.” 
 
Distinguished Lecture, Society for Symbolic Interaction, Boston, John Hancock Conference 
Center, August 2, 2008:  "Interactionism for a Gobal World."  
 
Plenary Speaker, Prognoses of Change: Ten Scenarios for the Future  (Prognosen über 
Bewegungen), Hebbel Theder Berlin, 5-8 June 2008: “Our Postsocial Future.” 
 
Colloquium in Honor of Bernd Giesen, Konstanz Kulturzentrum, Juli 5, 2008. 
 
„Master“ der Konstanzer Meisterklasse, Cultural Sociology and the Iconic Turn, Constance, 
Germany, July 1-2, 2007.   
 
Goffman Memorial Lecture, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, April 25, 2007: “The 
Neglected Time Transaction."  
 
Ethnografeast III – Ethnography and the Public Shere. Lisabon, June 20-23, 2007: 
“Frontrunning Ethnography.” 
 
Russell Sage Foundation, New York, Making, Evaluating and Using Social Scientific 
Knowledge. The Underground of Practice, December 7-8, 2007: “Financial Analysis: 
Epistemic Profile of an Evaluating Science.” 
 
Plenary Speaker, Center for Research on Socio-Cultural Change (SRESC), Annual 
Conference 2007, The University of Manchaster, UK, September 5-7, 2007: “Flow Cultures: 
The Temporalization of Financial Markets.” 
 
Tuebingen Lectures on the Challenges of Globalization, University of Tuebingen, Germany, 
December 14, 2006: “Microglobalization.” 
 
Society for Advancement of Socio-Economics, University of Trier, Germany, June 30 - July2, 
2006. Keynote Speaker: “” 
 
21st EGOS (European Group for Organizational Studies) Conference, Berlin, June 1-2, 2005. 
Keynote speaker: “Global Microstructures: Organisational Forms of a World Society.” 
 
Workshop “Financial Innovation: Markets, Cultures and Politics,” London School of 
Economics, June 16-17, 2005: “Trading Floors, Screens and Scopes.” 
 
Conference on The Social Studies of Social Science and the Humanities, Radcliffe Institute 
for Anvanced Study, Harvard University, April 8-9, 2005: “The Model of Science Studies. Is 
Time Ripe for Social Studies of the Social Sciences and the Humanities?” 
 
ARCO 05 – Third International Contemporary Art Experts Forum, Madrid, February 10-13, 
2005: “The New Global Terrorism and Global Financial Markets.” 
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2002: “Markets as Time Machines.” 
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February 2002: “Global Financial Markets.” 
 
Symposion on "Forms of Exchange, Forms of Value." University of Chicago, Department of 
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Colloquium "Gesellschaft X – Gesellschaftskonzepte im Vergleich" (und Teleakademie), 
Freiburg, December 1999: "Die Postsoziale Gesellschaft." 
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mit A. Sokal, New York, und J. Bricmont, Paris: "Beredter Unsinn." 
 
Conference on "Sociality/Materiality. The Status of the Object in Social Science", Brunel 
University, September 1999, Plenary Speaker: "Sociality with Objects." 
 
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, August 1999: "Financial Markets 
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World Congress of the International Institute of Sociology, Tel Aviv, July 1999, Plenary 
Speaker: "The Transition to a Knowledge Millenium." 
 
Spring School on "Science and Technology Studies in Switzerland", Zurich, March 1999: 
"Epistemic Cultures." 
 
Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science, Halifax, October 1998: 
"The Market as an Epistemic Institution." 
 
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco, August 1998: "The 
Epistemic Embeddedness of Economic Action." 
 
International Conference on Socio-Economics (SASE 98), Vienna, July 1998: 
"Toward a Perfectly Transparent Society: the World According to Financial Markets. 
 
Conference on "Targeted Intelligence Networks", Institute for Prospective Technological 
Studies, Sevilla, July 1998: "Global Post-traditional Communities."  
 
Annual Meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Philadelphia, March 1998: 
“The Market as an Epistemic Institution.“ 
 
Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science, Tucson, October 1997, Plenary 
Speaker: "Knowledge Societies and their Global Microstructures" (with U. Brügger). 
 
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Toronto, August 1997: 
"Postsocial Knowledge Societies." 
 
Nordic Conference on Business Studies, Bodo, August 1997: "The Transition to a Knowledge 
Society: Managing Organizations by Content." 
 
International Conference on Socio-Economics (SASE 97), Montreal, July 1997: 
"The Governance of Knowledge and Economic World Construction: The Case of Financial 
Institutions." 
 
International Conference on "Postmodern Culture, Global Capitalism and Democratic 
Action", University of Maryland, College Park, April 1997: "Postsocial Knowledge 
Societies.” 
 
Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science, Bielefeld, October 1996: 
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"What Makes a Program Strong? Sociality finitism and ist consequences for SSK." 
 
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, New York, August 1996: 
"Postsocial (Knowledge) Societies." 
 
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Washington, August 1995: 
"Theoretical Constructionism. The Nesting of Knowledge Structures into Social Structures." 
 
Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science, New Orleans, October 1994: 
“Theoretical Constructionism.“ 
 
Conference on "Visual Representations in Scientific Practice and Technology", The 
University of Texas at Galveston, Galveston, Texas, April 1994: "Collective Visuals." 
 
Minnesota Center for Philosophy of Science, University of Minnesota, Science Studies 
Colloquium, Minneapolis, April 1994: "Liminal and Referent Epistemologies." 
 
The British Psychological Society, History and Philosophy of Psychology Section, 8th 
Annual Conference, Symposion on "Realism and Constructivism", College of Ripon and St. 
John, York, April 1994: "Theoretical Constructionism." 
 
"Science Day" session of the Shelby Cullom Davis Center for Historical Studies, Princeton 
University, Princeton, April 1993: "What Scientists Do." 
 
10th Anniversary Conference of Theory, Culture and Society, Seven Springs Mountain 
Resort, August 1992: "Primitive Classifications and Postmodernity." 
 
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Pittsburgh, August 1992: "The 
Care of Self and Blind Variation: An Ethnography of the Empirical in Two Sciences." 
 
Program for the History of Science, Stanford, November 1991: "Primitive Classifications. 
Regimes of Subjects and Objects in High Energy Physics." 
 
Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science, Cambridge, November 1991, 
Plenary Speaker: "Fifteen years of social studies of science: Where do we come from and 
where might we go?" 
 
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Cincinnati, August 1991: 
"Epistemic Cultures." 
 
Second National Conference of Sociology in Norway, May 1991: "The Undercomplexity of 
Differentiation Theory: Constructivism and the Empirical." 
 
Annual Meeting of the German Sociological Association, Frankfurt, October 1990, Plenary 
Speaker: "Die Unterkomplexität von Differenzierungstheorien." 
 
Annual Meeting of the German Society for Semiotics, Passau, October 1990: 
"Signifikationsumwelten und Erfahrungsumwelten in der Wissenschaft." 
 
Society for Social Studies of Science, Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, October 1990: 
"The Nature of Things: On the Organization of Openness in two Epistemic Cultures." 
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Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Washington, August 1990: "The 
Spaces of Science." 
 
Society for Social Studies of Science, Annual Meeting, November 1989: "The Couch, the 
Cathedral and the Lab: On the relationship between laboratory and experiment in science." 
 
International Conference on "Transitions in Recent Economics: Studies in Alternative 
Research Programs", October 1989: "Epistemic Cultures." 
 
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco, August 1989: "The 
Organization of Embeddedness: A Constructivist Approach to Micro Macro Relations." 
 
International Congress of the International Institute of Sociology, Rom, Juni 1989: "Structures 
of Embeddedness." 
 
Joint Meeting of the German, Swiss and Austrian Sociological Association, Zurich, October 
4-7, 1988, Session "Sociological Theory", R. Münch Organizer, "The Social Production of 
Knowledge." 
 
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Atlanta, August 1988, Section on 
"Science, Knowledge and Technology", James Beniger Organizer, "Science Cultures." 
 
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Atlanta, August 1988, Session on 
"Micro-Macro Linkages", George Ritzer Organizer, "Toward a Theory of the Mundane." 
 
Annual Meeting of the British History of Science Association, Session on Scientific 
Controversies, July 1988, Trevor Pinch, Organizer, "Consensus Formation in the Laboratory." 
 
Annual Meeting of the German Society for Semiotics, Essen, Oct. 4-8, 1987: "The Semiotic 
Construction of Visual Objects in Science." 
 
Second Kirkland Historical Studies of Science and Technology Conference, Havenford, 
Pennsylvania, September 11-12, 1987, "The Gender Laboratory." 
 
Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Chicago, August 17-21, 1987, 
Session on Sociology of Science: "Laboratories"; Roundtable on Social Theory: "The Dual 
Articulation of Social Forms." 
 
Seminar "Philosophy of Science - What For?" ETH Zurich, June 25, 1987, "Laboratories: 
Instruments of World Construction." 
 
Department of Sociology Jour fixe, University of Vienna, January 20, 1987: "Scientists at 
Work." 
 
Society for Social Studies of Science, Annual Meeting, Pittsburgh, Oct. 23-26, 1986, Session 
"Theories of Language and Science": "The Fixation of (Visual) Evidence." 
 
Annual Meeting of the German Sociological Association, Hamburg, Sept. 29 - Oct. 3, 1986, 
Section Sociolinguistics: "Das Wissenschaftlergespräch". Symposium on "Microsociological 
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Revolution?": "Zur Doppelproduktion sozialer Realität: Der konstruktivistische Ansatz und 
seine Konsequenzen." 
 
European Association for the Study of Science and Technology, Annual Meeting, Strasbourg, 
September 29 - Oct. 1, 1986: "The Sensory Side of Science." 
 
World Congress of Sociology, International Sociological Association, Session on Linking 
Actors and Structures; New Delhi, India, August 12-23, 1986: "Interaction and Structure." 
 
International Visual Sociology Association, Fourth Annual Conference, ZiF, Bielefeld, FRG, 
June 19-22, 1986: "Visual Work." 
 
Maison de Sciences de l'Homme, Symposium Communication in Social Networks, Bad 
Homburg, FRG, June 4-6, 1986: "Shop Talk in Scientific Work." 
 
Symposium on Macro-Theory and Micro-Research, University of Surrey, England, March 19-
20, 1986: "The Double Production of Social Reality." 
 
Annual Meeting of the German Society for Social Studies of Science, University of Bielefeld, 
FRG, November 15-16, 1985: "The Constructivist Program in Sociology of Science." 
 
First Kirkland Historical Studies of Science and Technology Conference, Clinton, New York, 
September 12-14, 1985: "The Social Structure of Scientific Thinking." 
 
Conference on Pensee Scientifique et Technique et Savoirs Naturels, Paris, Maison des 
Sciences de l'Homme, June 17-20, 1985: "How Scientists Think." 
 
Colloquium Sociology of Techniques, Max Planck Institute for Societal Research, Cologne, 
FRG, May 22, 1985: "On the Relevance of the Constructivist Program in Sociology of 
Science for the Sociology of Techniques." 
 
Department of History, Seminar Series, University of Delaware, Newark, DE, February 26, 
1985: Life in the Laboratory." 
 
International Conference on Evolutionary Epistemology, University of Ghent, Belgium, 
November, 1984: "Evolutionary Epistemology and Sociology of Science." 
 
International Meeting on Visual Representations, Centre National des Arts et Metiers, Paris, 
December, 1983: "Toward a Theory of Visual Representation." 
 
National Museum of American History Colloquium, Washington, DC, October, 1983: 
"Laboratory Life or Scientific Work. A Review of Current Ethnographic Studies of the Doing 
of Science and of the Construction of Scientific Knowledge." 
 
International Roundtable on Representations, Universite du Quebec a Montreal, Montreal, 
Canada, October, 1983: "Order and Representation." 
 
11th International Congress of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences, Symposion on 
Scientific Culture, Quebec, Canada, August 1983: "Anthropology of Knowledge." 
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Boston Colloquium for the Philosophy of Science, Boston University, December, 1982: "The 
Manufacture of Knowledge: Descriptive Epistemology of Scientific Work." 
 
Society for the Social Study of Science, Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, October, 1982: 
"Xeno's Paradox and the Sociology of Scientific Discovery." 
 
American Sociological Association, Annual Meeting, Session on Contemporary Issues in 
Theory, September, 1982: "Toward a Reconception of Macrosocial Order" and Panel on 
Action Theory (invited panel discussant). 
 
Distinguished Lecture Series in Organizational Science, Georgia Institute of Technology, 
Atlanta, GA, July, 1982: "Toward a Transorganizational Theory of Organization." 
 
Eriss Conference, Lake Cazenovia, NJ, June, 1981: "Ethnography of Scientific Work: 
Theoretical Challenges and Empirical Results." 
 
Conference on Knowledge Use, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA, March, 1981: "Time 
and Context in Practical Action" (Invited paper) and "Post Positivist Epistemology and 
Knowledge Use." (Invited luncheon address discussant). 
 
Conference on Discovery Strategies in the Psychology of Action, Reimers Foundation, Bad 
Homburg, Germany, January, 1981: "Comments on the Analysis of Situated Social Action." 
 
Habilitation Lecture, University of Bielefeld, Department of Sociology, Bielefeld, Germany, 
January, 1981: "Diskursanalyse als Soziale Theorie und Soziologische Methode." 
 
The University of Michigan, Institute for Social Research Lectures, November, 1980: "The 
Temporality and Contextuality of Knowledge Use: Some Fundamental Questions." 
 
Symposium on Social Studies of Laboratory Life, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, NY, 
November, 1980: "The Problem of Micro- and Macro-relations in Social Practice." 
 
Conference on Science and Technology Studies: Toronto 80, 4S Society, Toronto, Canada, 
October, 1980: "Theoretical Challenges Posed by the Anthropological Perspective" and PSA 
Society: "The Analysis of Discourse and Text." 
 
University of Delaware Luncheon Seminar Series, Newark, DE, September, 1980: "The 
Political Utilization of Social Science Knowledge and Research: Discrepant Attitudes and 
Subversive Action." 
 
Seminar on Societal Utilization of Scientific and Technological Research, Unesco and 
research Committee on Science and Politics, Castle du Pont d'Oye, Belgium, April, 1980. 
Invited author of the theme paper of the meeting. 
 
Seminar Series, Department of Sociology, University of Columbia, January, 1980, "Discourse 
Analysis." 
 
Symposium Theory of Knowledge and Science Policy, University of Ghent, Belgium, 
December, 1979: same paper as before. 
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Conference on the Social Process of Scientific Investigation, McGill University, Montreal, 
Canada, October, 1979: "The Scientist as an Analogical Reasoner: A Critique of the Metaphor 
Theory of Innovation." 
 
Conference on the Social Process of Scientific Investigation, University of Bielefeld, 
Germany, June, 1979: "The Structure of Research Process: Method Reconsidered." 
 
Department of History and Sociology of Science Colloquia, University of Pennsylvania, 
March, 1979: "The Scientific Construction of Reality: Some Notes on a Research Program." 
 
Fury Conference, Reimers Foundation, Bad Homburg, Germany, January, 1979: Sociology of 
Knowledge or Political Economy of Truth?" 
 
Conference on Nouvelles methodes d'analyse des contenues scientifiques, Maison des 
Sciences de l'Homme, Paris, May, 1978: "Contextuality and Indexicality of Organizational 
Action: Toward a Contextual Theory of Organization." 
 
Science Studies Unit, University of Bielefeld, Bielefeld, Germany, February, 1978: 
"Erkenntnis- und Verwertungsbedingungen Sozialwissenschaftlicher Forschung im 
Politischen System" and "Wissenschaftliches Feld und Forschungsprozeß: Vorbemerkungen 
zu einer Theorie der Produktion und Reproduktion von Erkenntnis. 
 
Institute d'histoire et de sociopolitique des sciences, Universite de Montreal, Montreal, June, 
1977: "The Organization and Performance of Research Units." 
 
Herbert M. Evans History of Science Lectures, University of California, Berkeley, CA, June, 
1977: "Scientific Method: A Constructivist and Instrumentalist Interpretation." 
 
Symposium on the Analysis of Scientific Discourse, The Salk Institute, San Diego, CA, April, 
1977: "The Fabric of Scientific Discourse: Prelude to a Positive Epistemology." 
 
Western Regional Research Center Seminar Series, Berkeley, CA, March, 1977: "Scientific 
Productivity: What it Relates to and What We Can and Cannot Measure." 
 
13th Working Conference of the International Comparative Study on the Organization and 
Performance of Research Units, Vienna, April, 1976: same paper as before, and "Leadership 
and Group Performance: A Positive Relationship in Academic Research Units." 
 
European Parex Conference on the Role of Organizations in Orienting Scientific Research, 
Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna, July, 1976: "Individual Publication Productivity: A 
Social Position Effect." 
 
The Polish Academy of Science, Warsaw, Poland, June, 1976: "The Nature of Scientific 
Consensus and the Case of the Social Sciences." 
 
Symposium on the Forms of Institutionalization of Science, Köln, Germany, December, 1975: 
"Institutionelle Bedingungen Sozialwissenschaftlicher Forschung in Österreich." 
 
12th Working Conference of the International Comparative Study on the Organization and 
Performance of Research Units, Szeged, Hungary, December 1975: "Models of 
Administrative Effectiveness in Organizations." 
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Vienna Roundtable on the Market for Policy Research, Vienna, September-October, 1975: 
"The Political Utilization of the Social Sciences and the Research Institute." 
 
Conference on Determinants and Controls of Scientific Development, Graz, Austria, June, 
1974: "On the Concept or Progress and the Growth of Knowledge." 
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